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Introduction 
Seaweed samples can be divided into two groups:  
1) Small samples (½-3 kg wet weight (ww)) often used for chemical content analyses 
including seasonal variation and testing different cultivation conditions or preliminary 
lab scale experiments on storage, extraction, separation, fermentation, etc.  
2) Larger samples (>3 kg ww) for lab- or pilot scale experiments on storage, extraction, 
separation, fermentation, etc.  
Seaweed samples will always have the following information-tracks: 
1) Sample Code: A ID containing the most important information and the sample code will 
follow the sampled biomass from harvest to final research results. 
2) Seaweed Processing Code: The sample code will be extended with 8 digits and 1 
letter if processing of biomass occurs. 
3) Batch Number: A code describing details about the harvest and origin of the seaweed. 
4) Sample Overview:  An Excel file describing all details about the sample: first sample 
code, then species, grinding, freezing/drying specifications, seeding and harvesting 
information, planed aim of the sample (e.g. polysaccharides), place stored, seaweed 
processing details, analyse results, etc. Maintained by the sample provider.  
Seaweed Sample Code 
Species Location Date of 
harvesting 
Condition Biological 
replicate 
no. 
Subsample 
no. 
1 letter 1 letter 4 digits 1 digit 1 digit 1 letter 
  yymm   A, B, C, etc. 
A = Alaria 
esculenta 
A = Exposed, ORF, 
Funningsfjørdur, 
Faroe Islands 
1705  
(May 2017) 
A = Fresh 
(not 
treated) 
1 If a biological 
sample is 
split into 
more sub-
samples (to 
be able to 
send the 
same 
sample/batch 
to more 
institutes), 
All sub-
samples need 
to be taken 
from a 
grinded (size 
2x2 cm) 
identical 
biomass 
sample. 
D = Laminaria 
digitata 
B = Moderate 
exposed, ORF, 
Funningsfjørdur, 
Faroe Islands 
1310  
(Oct 2013) 
D = Dried 2 
H = Laminaria 
hyperborea 
C = Grenå, AU, 
Denmark 
 E = 
Ensilage 
3 
P = Palmaria 
palmata  
D = Horsens, AU, 
Denmark 
 F = Fresh 
frozen 
4 
S = Saccharina 
latissima 
E = Solund, HOR, 
Norway 
  
… etc. 
U = Ulva sp. … etc. 
   
     
     
 
Example: 
S-A-1705-F-1-B: Saccharina latissima cultivated at the exposed site in Funningsfjørdur, by 
Ocean Rainforest, Faroe Islands, harvested May 2017, stored as fresh frozen, first or only biological 
replicate, and second subsample.  
A-E-1701-D-3-A: Alaria esculenta cultivated in Solund by Hortimare, Norway, harvested 
January 2017, stored as dried, and is the third biological replicate, and the first or only subsample.  
 
 
 Seaweed Processing Code 
 
Date of processing  Storage and state Organization responsible 
for the processing 
6 digits 1 digit 1 letter 
yymmdd 0=Fresh (no conditioning)  
170523  
(23th of May 2017) 
1=Ensiled, liquid  D=DTI 
131001  
(1st of October 2013) 
2=Dewatered (screw pressed), liquid  W=WR 
…etc. 3=Dewatered + ensiled, liquid  
 
O=ORF 
 
4=Ensiled, solid residue 
 
H=HOR 
 
5=Dried, solid residue 
 
T=DTU 
 
6= Dewatered (screw pressed), solid 
 
C=CAR 
 
7=Dewatered + ensiled, solid 
 
F=FEX 
 
8=Dried + ensiled, solid  
 
L=LUN 
 9=Fresh + Frozen, solid 
 
M=Matis 
  S=SIL 
 
  A=AU 
 
 
Batch Number: 
The batch number will be unique for the company/cultivator and followed by a Batch Overview Sheet 
including: 
• Harvest date (also day)  
• Harvest time 
• Harvested by whom  
• Harvest from e.g. line no. and/or system no. 
• Depth below sea level 
• Info on transportation. 
• Etc. 
